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in addition to completing the examina-
tion topics. 

(f) Masters and mates endorsements 
for service on vessels of more than 200 
gross tons may be endorsed for sail or 
auxiliary sail as appropriate. The ap-
plicant must present the equivalent 
total qualifying service required for 
conventional officer endorsements in-
cluding at least one year of deck expe-
rience on that specific type of vessel. 
For example, for an officer endorse-
ment as a master of vessels of not more 
than 1,600 gross tons endorsed for auxil-
iary sail, the applicant must meet the 
total experience requirements for the 
conventional officer endorsement, in-
cluding time as mate and the proper 
tonnage experience, including at least 
one year of deck service on appro-
priately sized auxiliary-sail vessels. 
For an endorsement to serve on vessels 
of 200 gross tons or less, see individual 
endorsement requirements. 

(g) In order to obtain a master or 
mate endorsement with a tonnage 
limit above 200 gross tons, or an en-
dorsement for 200 gross tons or less 
with an ocean route, whether an origi-
nal, raise in grade, or increase in the 
scope of the endorsement authority to 
a higher tonnage category, the appli-
cant must successfully complete the 
following training and examination re-
quirements: 

(1) Approved firefighting course; 
(2) Approved radar-observer course; 

and 
(3) Qualification as an able seaman 

unlimited or able seaman limited (able 
seaman special or able seaman offshore 
supply vessels satisfy the able seaman 
requirement for endorsements permit-
ting service on vessels of 1,600 gross 
tons or less). 

(h) Each applicant for a deck officer 
endorsement, which authorizes service 
on vessels above 1,600 gross tons on 
ocean or near-coastal waters, whether 
original or raise of grade, must pass a 
practical-signaling examination (flash-
ing light). An applicant who fails in 
practical signaling, but passes every 
other part of the examination, may be 
issued an endorsement with a 1,600 
gross ton limitation. The tonnage limi-
tation can be removed upon successful 

completion of the signaling examina-
tion. 

[USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11240, Mar. 16, 2009] 

§ 11.402 Tonnage requirements for 
ocean or near coastal endorsements 
for vessels of over 1600 gross tons. 

(a) To qualify for an ocean or near 
coastal endorsement for vessels of any 
gross tons, all the required experience 
must be obtained on vessels of over 200 
gross tons. At least one-half of the re-
quired experience must be obtained on 
vessels of over 1600 gross tons. 

(b) If the applicant for an endorse-
ment as master or mate does not have 
the service on vessels over 1600 gross 
tons required by paragraph (a) of this 
section, or is qualifying for third mate 
under the provisions of § 11.407(c) of 
this subpart, a tonnage limitation is 
placed on the endorsement based on 
the applicant’s qualifying experience. 
The endorsement is limited to the 
maximum tonnage on which at least 25 
percent of the required experience was 
obtained, or 150 percent of the max-
imum tonnage on which at least 50 per-
cent of the service was obtained, 
whichever is higher. Limitations are in 
multiples of 1000 gross tons, using the 
next higher figure when an inter-
mediate tonnage is calculated. When 
the calculated limitation equals or ex-
ceeds 10,000 gross tons, the applicant is 
issued an unlimited tonnage endorse-
ment. 

(c) Tonnage limitations imposed 
under paragraph (b) of this section may 
be raised or removed in the following 
manner: 

(1) When the applicant has six 
months of service on vessels of over 
1600 gross tons in the highest grade en-
dorsed, all tonnage limitations are re-
moved. 

(2) When the applicant has a total of 
six months of service on vessels of over 
1600 gross tons in any capacity as an of-
ficer other than the highest grade for 
which endorsed, all tonnage limita-
tions for the grade in which the service 
is performed are removed and the next 
higher grade endorsement is raised to 
the tonnage of the vessel on which the 
majority of the service was performed. 
The total cumulative service before 
and after issuance of the limited li-
cense or MMC endorsement may be 
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considered in removing all tonnage 
limitations. 

(3) When the applicant has 12 months 
of service as able seaman on vessels 
over 1600 gross tons while holding a li-
cense or endorsement as third mate, all 
tonnage limitations on the third 
mate’s license or MMC endorsement 
are removed. 

(d) Individuals holding licenses or en-
dorsements as master or mate of ves-
sels of not more than 1600 gross tons, 
not more than 500 gross tons, or not 
more than 25–200 gross tons are prohib-
ited from using the provisions of para-

graph (c) of this section to increase the 
tonnages of their licenses or endorse-
ments. 

[CGD 81–059, 52 FR 38623, Oct. 16, 1987, as 
amended at 54 FR 135, Jan. 4, 1989; USCG– 
2006–24371, 74 FR 11240, Mar. 16, 2009] 

§ 11.403 Structure of deck officer en-
dorsements. 

The following diagram illustrates the 
deck officer endorsement structure, in-
cluding cross over points. The section 
numbers on the diagram refer to the 
specific requirements applicable. 

[USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11240, Mar. 16, 2009] 

§ 11.404 Service requirements for mas-
ter of ocean or near coastal steam 
or motor vessels of any gross tons. 

The minimum service required to 
qualify an applicant for an endorse-
ment as master of ocean or near coast-
al steam or motor vessels of any gross 
tons is: 

(a) One year of service as chief mate 
on ocean steam or motor vessels; or, 

(b) One year of service on ocean 
steam or motor vessels while holding a 
license or MMC endorsement as chief 

mate of ocean steam or motor vessels 
as follows: 

(1) A minimum of six months of serv-
ice as chief mate; and, 

(2) Service as officer in charge of a 
navigational watch accepted on a two- 
for-one basis (12 months as second or 
third mate equals six months of cred-
itable service). 

[CGD 81–059, 52 FR 38623, Oct. 16, 1987. Redes-
ignated and amended by USCG–2006–24371, 74 
FR 11216 and 11241, Mar. 16, 2009] 
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